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"Justice is not revenge. Rather, justice is a proactive
commitment to providing each person with the material
and social conditions in which they can both survive and
thrive as a healthy and self-actualized human being... The
police have never been capable—historically, presently,
either in statement of purpose or in action—and, | believe,
will never be capable of fostering such conditions."

Mychal Denzel Smith: Incremental Change Is a Moral
Failure (The Atlantic, September 2020)

"Turning away from systems of policing and punishment
doesnt mean turning away from accountability. It just
means we stop setting the value of a life by how much
time another person does in a cage for violating or taking
it — particularly when the criminal punishment system has
consistently made clear whose lives it will value, and
whose lives it will cage."

Mariame Kaba & Andrea J. Ritchie: We Want More
Justice For Breonna Taylor Than The System That Killed
Her Can Deliver (Essence, July 16, 2020)
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"Community policing normalizes the idea that police
should be 'in charge' of programs that might ordinarily be
outside their wheelhouse. Placing cops in charge of other
programs and services, such as mental health or homeless
services, means that departments can justify the
placement of police pretty much anywhere."

Maya Schenwar and Victoria Law: The Problem With
"Community Policing" (Slate, July 30, 2020)

"Instead of struggling to take over and redirect the
master's tool, we call for investing the resources now
poured into policing directly into community initiatives
whose core missions are about helping, healing, and
sustaining people, not controlling them. Instead of a one-
size-fits-all blueprint, abolition allows communities to
imagine and build a world that centers community needs,
taking into account local cultural traditions and existing
programs and resources."

Woods Ervin, Ricardo Levins Morales, Zola Richardson,
and Jonathan Stegall: The Fantasy of Community Control
of the Police (The Forge, February 4, 2021)
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"America does not flood the dorms of Harvard with cops
because they are areas of 'known drug activity.’ It does
not station armed officers in the cubicles of Wells Fargo.
The white parents of Westchester do not generally have
to subject their teenagers to The Talk. White safety, itself
built on a foundation of enslavement and segregation, is
ensured through familial wealth, home ownership, well-
funded public schools, stable employment, and health
care. Black safety is ensured by ‘zero tolerance policing’
and ‘stop and frisk.” White safety is cancer prevention.
Black safety is all-day chemotherapy."

"The promise of abolition is the promise of democracy
itsell—one long denied Black people: the promise
inherent in constructing an order of public safety
originating in the needs and desires of a community, and
not those who have, for so |ong, exp|oited them."

Josie Duffy Rice: The Abolition Movement
(The Atlantic, August 25, 2020)

Find all of these articles (and more!)
in the #AbolitionReadings link at
www . MPD15@. com,
and on Twitter & Instagram: @MPD_150
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POLICE
VIOLENCE

COMMUNITY
OUTRAGE

REFORM, CALLS
FOR TRAINING AND
"CULTURE CHANGE"

#AbolitionReadings
A few favorite quotes on
abolition, plus reading
recommendations for those
looking to learn more.



